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	FALL NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 9 2019



	A child who has become master of his acts through long and repeated exercises, and who has been encouraged by the pleasant and interesting activities in which he has been engaged, is a child filled with health and joy and remarkable for his calmness and discipline - Maria Montessori, The Discovery of the Child
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	A very special experience - many thanks to Christian for bringing his reptiles to our school, and so kindly and patiently allowing the children to experience them.



		















				What a start to the year!
I want to thank the entire school community for your support through a very difficult family emergency. It has been a true pleasure getting back into the room, and I cannot speak highly enough of my colleagues who have guided the class so gracefully in my absence. You have shown a great trust, and I am deeply moved by your understanding. Now, let me tell you what’s been going on.

With their eyes on the stars (and planets and galaxies), the class has been busy getting to know each other while exploring the mysteries of our solar system and the wonders of solar energy and light.  Despite the many new faces, the classroom has had no problem “learning the ropes” and the work time has been full of challenge, discovery, humor and fun.  

As we enter October, the shelves will come down to Earth to explore both geology and prehistoric life, with a focus on volcanoes, crystals and dinosaurs.  Inside, we will be putting our hands on some seasonal art projects and learning a few “spooky” poems and fall-themed songs. Of course, all this compliments the daily lessons of math, language, personal and environmental care, and sensorial refinement that form the foundation of Montessori’s curriculum.
 
On the playground, we have been enjoying the bountiful apple harvest, and look forward to breaking out the rakes. This month often comes with a lot of quickly changing weather, so please make sure your children are ready for anything (layers are great). The class has just begun work on their Soup Night projects. Can’t wait to see you on the 24th. I would like to remind everyone that we prefer children NOT wear costumes on the 31st, as they can be easily damaged on the playground, and tend to create, well, a tremendous amount of disruption in the room (costume in a bag for afterschool is fine).

While I have only been with them for a few days, it has been truly inspiring to see the depth of connection that this class has already found with both the work and each other.  As always, don’t be shy about asking questions or giving feedback. We NEED to hear from you!

Cheers-

Tom Rubottom









		






	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
New Parent Orientation - Oct 15th 5:30 pm, OMS
Soup Night - Oct 24th 5:30 pm, Camp Orkila
Oct 25th - Wreath Sale Preorders begin!
Nov 11th - Veteran's Day, No School  



		






	WEATHER REPORT
The trees are turning, there's a chill in the air... 
Please send your children with plenty of layers, outside coats and waterproof shoes! We continue our outdoor play time rain or shine, and warm and dry children are the happiest kind!
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	Teacher Tom's much celebrated return!
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	Agathe practices her tweezer skills to remove seeds for bird food
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	Miss Mandy comes to play and sing on Thursday afternoons. 



	



	[image: Image] There's no better way to come together than over a bowl of nourishing soup! This is an annual tradition and we so hope all of our families can make it!
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	25th Annual Wreath Sale - Coming Soon!
Please keep your eyes peeled for upcoming details and ways that you can help!
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	FOOD NEWS






				






	 The results of our 'favorite foods' survey are in - and pasta with red sauce tops the list, closely followed by carrots and a few votes for hot dogs too! So this month sees the return of turkey franks in wholegrain buns, and a new special recipe for everyone to try... Roman-style Pasta with Chickpeas is a simple, tasty dish that combines familiar ingredients in a new way and fulfills both the grain and protein component of our lunch!












					
	






	


[bookmark: _GoBack]DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON?
 
For better or worse Amazon is an extremely affordable and convenient option for our island families, and we all use it from time to time. But there is a way to benefit OMS whenever you say 'I'll get it on Prime.' The school is part of the Amazon Associates Program, which means we receive money back when we direct traffic to Amazon. This is much more beneficial than Amazon Smile which some of you may be familiar with. All you have to is bookmark our website and access Amazon through the button on the homepage instead of going straight to Amazon. If you're used to using the app it takes a bit of retraining, but if we all do it we can make a huge impact!  Please tell your friends, family and colleagues about this. And if you are business-minded and would like to help us really publicize this program for the biggest possible impact please get in touch with Karen.



	SHOP AMAZON HERE 
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			VOLUNTEER CORNER
 
In the month of September you wonderful parents volunteered 47 hours to the school 
Cleaning, slicing apples, sewing tablecloths and moving heavy equipment. Many thanks to everyone who attended the weekend clean, apple picking party and Wreath Sale Committee meeting. And a special thanks to our classroom cleaning crew who have collectively brought an eye for detail and thoroughness never seen before!
 
 
The apple chips are a huge hit!
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Orcas Montessori School

Offering a creative learning community for preschool
and kindergarten children of Orcas.
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